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Introduction:

Gender studies is the study of how gender shapes our live societies, and
identities .It looks at the roles, expectations and power differences between men
women and people of all gender subject explores how gender connects with
race class sexuality and culture. Gender studies help us understand what
inequality is, challenge stereotypes and promote fairness. By learning gender
studies. We become more aware of the world around us and better prepared to

support equality and respect for everyone one matter their gender.

Objectives of Gender Studies:

The objectives of gender studies are broad and interdisciplinary,
aiming to critically examine the roles, experiences, and representations of

gender in society. Here are the main objectives:

e Understand Gender as a Social Construct
e Promote Gender Equality

e Analyse Power Structures

e Interrogate Norms and Stereotypes

e Highlight Inter sectionalist

e Amplify Marginalized Voices

e Critique Knowledge Production

e Encourage Critical Thinking and Activism




»Definitions of gender studies:

Gender studies as an academic field delves into the intricate roles,
experiences and influences of genders within society; it is culture constructions
of masculinity and community examining the power dynamics associated with

gender and exploring the inter sectionalist of gender with other defining social

categories.

Science Direct:

"Gender study is an inter disciplinary field that examines the

sociocultural, Political, ideological aspects of sexual categorization &

relations."

UCLA Gender Studies:

"Gender studies is an interdisciplinary field that focuses on the complex

interaction of gender race, class and sexuality in social relations, institution &

system."

< History and Evaluation

The roots of gender studies lie in the women liberation movement of
the 1960s & 1970s,which challenged traditional gender roles and advocated for
women's rights . During this period ,scholars began questioning that gender was
a biological fact rather than social that construct argued that gender was a
complex web not meaning and practices culturally constructed and reinforced

through socialization processes .

Overtime, the field of gender studies has indeed expanded ten
compasses the study of men’s roles and identities, the experience is of noun

binary and transgender individuals and the broader concept of a gender as a

2




social construct today gender as a social construct. Today, gender studies draws
from various disciplines, including sociology, Anthropology psychology,
history, literature and more, highlighting the need for gender studies in the

comprehensive understanding of human behaviour and societal development.

The nature and the importance of gender studies are evident in its

commitment to examining gender in all its forms and implications. It is a field

that not only provides insights into the diverse experience of gender across
different cultures and societies but also promotes a more equitable world by
challenging gender biases and stereotypes. Through it's interdisciplinary
approach, gender studies fosters a deeper appreciation for the complexities of

gender and its profound impact on individual lives and collective identities.

«»Nature of Gender Studies

Gender studies is inherently interdisciplinary and employs a variety of
theoretical frameworks Such as feminist theory to analyze how gender shapes
personal identities and societal norms .The field emphasizes the importance of
consider ring multiple perspective and perspectives and expenses when
analysing gender, recognising that gender intersects with other social

categories, such as race, class, sexuality and disability, to produce unique

experiences of oppression and privilege.

This inclusive approach marks a significant paradigm shift from
women's studies to gender studies, broadening the scope to encompass a more
diverse range of gender expressions and identities and moving beyond a binary

understanding of gender to include the experiences of all individuals across the

gender spectrum.




“*Scope of Gender Studies

The scope of gender studies is vast, offering a comprehensive
exploration of how gender influences various aspects of life, including work,
family, education, politics and health. It critically examines gender

representation in media and the arts, the genders dimensions of violence and

conflict, and the role of gender in global development.

Furthermore gender studies delve into the intricacies of personal
identities and experiences, such as sexuality, body image, and mental health.
When considering gender studies jobs graduates can find opportunities in liver
fields such as academic non- protective profit organisations, government
agencies, healthcare, and international development. These rules may involve

research, advocacy, policy development, and education all embed addressing

gender-related issues and promoting equality.

The importance of gender studies is highlighted by its ability to
provide critical insights into the mechanisms of gender in equality and how
gender norms influence individual behaviour and societal expectations. This

knowledge is essential for informing policy-making, education and activism
and is often and encapsulated in comprehensive resources such as academic
papers and reports. For those pursuing Masters MA gender studies scope
extends to advanced research and specialized careers in gender policy analysis
human rights advocacy, and social justice work. Postgraduate studies in gender
can lead to roles in higher education, consultancy and leadership positions

within organisations dedicated to gender equity.
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“*Importance of gender studies

Gender studies is an essential feed for understanding the dynamics of

Gender inequality and developing strategies to promote gender equality. It

critically analyses how gender norms influence individual behaviour and
societal expectations, informing policy -making. education and activity
activism. The field offers valuable insights into the operation of gender
discrimination across various contexts, including the workplace, the home and

the political sphere.

In the realm of gender studies in literature a critical lens for examining

the representation and construction of gender in literary text can be seen. This
perspective allows a deeper understanding of historical and contemporary

works highlighting how gender shapes narrative and character development.

The Indian journal of gender studies places a portal rule in advance in
the discourse on gender in the Indian context. As a platform for scholarly are
search and discussion, it fosters a holistic understanding of society and

challenges and entrenched social attitudes and academic biases.

A well rounded gender studies syllabus is crucial for equipping
students with the analytical tools necessary to navigate the complexities of
gender. It typically covers various topics, including the basis of gender studies,
the relationship between general and society, the history of feminist moments,

various tense theories, and meta methodology for conducting gender research.

Further more gender studies criticism is instrumental devises cutting the
social construction of gender and sexuality. It encompasses examining LGBTQ
issues and challenges the power dynamics associated with gender. This form of
criticism, which extends from feminist literary criticism and is closely related
to queer theory, is vital for a comprehensive understanding of gender in society.

5
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By weaving these elements together, gender studies emerge as a cohesive and
multidimensional field that critiques existing structures and paves the way for a
more equitable and inclusive society. It is a discipline that a continuously

evolves reflecting the changing dynamics of society and the on going struggle

for gender equality.
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“*Concepts of gender studies

In feminist writings and in discussions on gender studies, these

concepts are basic to our understanding of social differences between men and

women in the society. A study of these concepts is useful as analytical

categories

1. sex and gender
2. Femininity

3. Body

4. Patriarchy

5. Masculinity

6. Discrimination
7.Third Gender

7. Gynocentrism

. Sex and Gender:-

The term sex and gender are concepts used by academicians,
Research and feminist writers to make a distinction between the biologically

different 'male’ and 'female' and sociologist the socially different 'man' and

'woman’.




. t i nt
Sex and gender are often used interchange blydespite having differe

meanings:




<Sex :-
e Sex refers to biological attributes of humans and animals, including physical
features, chromosomes, gene expression, hormones and anatomy.

e The genital differences between male and female is the basis of such

Characterization.
e There is a biological difference between success and more people being born
as one sex or another.

e Biological females learn to take on feminine roles they are socialized to think

and behave in feminine ways.

e As a feminist writer "Simone de behaviour" put it "One is not born a man but

becomes one ".

e At birth, besides the basic biological differences in the genital and

reproductive organs, there is not much difference between the male child and

the female child.
e Society makes the differences between boy and girl through gender

Constructions.

e The distinction between male and female is a social distinction made by the

society, that is a social construction.

e Judith Butler said sex is not just an analytical category. It is a normative

category as well ".

e Much research in Sociology that each person has one sex, one sexuality and

one gender.
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e Sometime sex and gender are usually inter changeable .Sometimes sex means
sexuality, it may refer to Biology or physiology.

e A man is assumed to be feminine female, a man a masculine male.

another individuals

e It has been argued that having been born into one sex or

are then socialized according to specific gender expectations and roles.

e Biological males learn to take on masculine roles.

e The biological differences between the sexes does to some extent explain

certain psychological and socially constructed differences

e Gender is perceived as a secondary construct which is imposed over the top

of this natural distinction.

e It is a particular way of perceiving and dividing the differences between

‘male’, ‘female’.

e The scientific, biological meaning and definition of sex is an important

source of explanation to point out the basic differences is sex.

e In other words, even if we accept that there are basic differences between the

«sexes’ there is no logical or rational reason for use.
e This is the basis for dividing human beings into two groups or sexes.
o It formulates rules to regulate the behaviour of men and women.

e Butler concludes that sex is also a social category. There are some feminist

writers who do not agree with Butler and regard ‘sex’ as basically biological in

nature.

e A woman is assumed to be feminine female, a man a masculine male.

10
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e Research variables polarize sex as males and females: sexuality is polarized

as a home sexual and hetero sexual gender is home sexual as and women these

reflect conventionalise bodies that do not take into account transvestites,

transsexuals, bisexuals and so on.

the four of concern is on the biological

e In gender studies or women studies
in which biological differences

sex-man, woman, male, female and the way

have been socially gendered in different ways by the patriarchal society.

<-Gender:-

e The concept of gender in feminist writings and other sociological discussions

became popular in the early 1970. In simple terms, gender explains the
differences between men and women in social terms as men, and as what a man

can do: as women and as what a woman can or not cannot do.

e Therefore, gender is a analytical category that is socially constructed to

differentiate the biological difference between men and women.

e The term gender is also used to describe the differences in behaviour between

men and women which are described as a 'masculine' and 'feminine'.

e Feminist writings focus on this aspect and claim that these differences are

not biological but are social constructions of patriarchal society.

e Some theorists suggest that the biological differences between men and

women also result in their mental and physical differences.

e Some theorists argue that biologically, men are physically and mentally

superior to women.

11
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e Other theorists suggest that the biological difference between men and

women are exaggerated.

e The differences are socially constructed by the patriarchal system of society

by which men are described as superior to women. Therefore women become

subordinate to men in the society.

e Ann Oakley in her book, sex, gender, and Society written in 1972 explores

the term gender.

e Oakley says in the western culture women play the roles of the 'housewife'

and 'mother'. This is because women are made to play these rules because of

their biology.

e The western culture also believes that any effort to change the traditional

roles of men and women in the society can cause damage to the social fabric of

the society.

e Okaley concludes that this view regarding the roles of men and women helps

to support and maintain the patriarchal society.

e Simone de Beauvious in her book "The second sex" says that 'one is not born

but rather becomes a woman '.

e She explains that gender differences in the society make the man superior
through his role as the bread winner. It gives him a position of power in the

society and family.

e Gender differences are set in hierarchical opposition such that men are

superior and women are subordinate.

e Women's position is that of the ‘other’ and women are the continual

outsiders. Civilization was masculine to its very depth.
12




e It is difficult to accept a rigid distinction between gender as either wholly
biological or singularly cultural. The debates on sex and gender will continue as
the same will argue in favour of biological differences while other feminist
writers will favour the differences that are socially constructed, supported by

social Institutions like religion, caste, family marriage and so on.
e Few feminists accept firestones views mainly because both technology and
its uses are still firmly in the hands of men.

e While cultural feminists question whether all the key differences between

men and women are solely cultural and weather also biological.

e These feminist prefer to value and celebrate the mothering role as evidence of

women's natural disposition towards nurturance and would not like to

relinquish even if the could.

e In faminist writings there are references to the close association of gender

with the biological or natural as inevitable.

13
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2. Body :-

Gender studies examine how societal norms, cultural expectations,and

individual experiences shape perceptions and relationships with the body. This

interdisciplinary field explorers the influence of gender on body image, body

consciousness, and related behaviours Research indicates that both men and

women experience body dissatisfaction, though the nature and accent differ.

Here are some key themes related to the body in gender studies:

1. Social Construction of the Body:

Gender studies challenge the idea that the body is purely biological.
Instead, the body is seen as shaped by cultural norms, practices, and power

structures. For instance, what is considered "masculine” or "feminine" is not

fixed but socially defined.

2. The Gendered Body:

Bodies are read and interpreted through gendered lenses. Expectations
about body size, shape, hair, clothing, and behavior differ for men and women,

and these norms often reinforce patriarchal systems.

3. Butler’s Performative Body:

Judith Butler’s theory of gender performativity argues that gender is not
something one is, but something one does an ongoing performance. The body

becomes a site where gender is performed and reproduced.

14
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4. Sexuality and the Body:

The body is also central in discussions of sexuality. Gender studies

ced and

interrogate how desire, attraction, and sexual identity are experien

expressed through the body.

5. Surveillance and Regulation:

Foucault’s ideas are often used to examine how institutions (like

medicine, law, or media) monitor and control bodies, especially those seen as

deviant (e.g., queer, fat, disabled, or radicalized bodies)

<Women:

Often face societal pressures to confirm ideas of thinness, leading to

higher rates of body dissatisfaction and eating disorders. attend to focus on

specific body parts and experience more native emotions related to body

awarenecss.

)
Woman Man

)
]

S

.

000000008

o) <Men :

¢ Increasingly experience pressure to achieve a muscular physique,

-

resulting in concerns like muscle dysmorphia Studies show that up to 40%of

15
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men are satisfied with their appearance. Particularly regarding weight and

music .
3. Femininity :-

Definition:

Femininity prefers to qualities, behaviours and roles traditionally

associated with being female or womanly.

In the letter case theory postulates higher rates of app reproduction for
passive women. Who would most easily be sexually subdued and higher
survival rates for babies born to nurturing women. However, even the most
worley shared so- called feminine traits are not universal, whether the
comparison considered different cultures ,different groups are individuals

within a given society ,or different periods of history.

16
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1 upholding standards culturally deemed

Women come to participate it
ation

feminine for behaviour and appearance through mechanisms of socialis
that are multiple and not always obvious.
et of personality traits

immunity is a scene that has a s
being supportive,

Psychologically
of 10 linked to how p
understanding, aur emotionall

society, culture and personal exper

eople interact with others-like
y expressive. But these traits

ience all shape what feminism loo

are not fixed;
ks like.

Feminist thinkers argue that 'humanity is not just natural or biological

d by social expectations'. This means we leamn what is considered

but save
"feminine" TR media, family, education in culture.
mininity is being redefined by individuals to be

In modern Times fe
e. It is about embarrassing soft power, inner

empowering ,divorce, and inclusiv

strength and the freedom to €Xpress oneself without limits

Types of Femininity :

1. Biological Femininity:

Refers to traits linked to female biology (e.g., menstruation, pregnancy).

Often confused with femininity but not the same—femininity is socially

constructed.

2. Social or Cultural Femininity:

Traits society assigns to women (e.g., being nurturing, graceful, submissive).

These traits are learned through family, media, religion, and culture.

17
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3.Performative Femininity:

A concept introduced by philosopher Judith Butler. Suggests

femininity is something people "perform" based on social expectations, not

something innate There are different waves and branches of feminism,

including :

>First-Wave (late 1800s-early1900s):

e Legal rights for women

e Women's right to vote, own property, and access education.
>Second -Wave (1960s-1980s):

e Broader equality in family, work and sexuality.

e Reproductive rights (access to birth control and abortion)

e Domestic violence and workplace destination.

> Third -Wave (1990s-2000):

e Intersectionality(how race, class,sexuality, etc, affect gender issues )
e Individual empowerment and personal identity.

e Challenging Gender norms and stereotypes.

<Fourt-Wave (2010s-present):

e Social justice and gender equality using digital tools.

e Ending sexual harassment and asult.

18
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Key aspects of feminity include :

€ Cultural and social influence:
Feminity is shaped by societal norms.In some cultures, it may

emphasize modesty and nurturing roles, while in others, it might highlight

beauty, independent, or strength.

€ Not limited to women :

While feminity is often linked to women, anyone regardless of gender

can express feminine traits. Feminity is increasingly viewed as part of a

spectrum of human expression.

@ Traditional vs modern Feminity :

Traditional feminity often focused on roles like homemaking and
caregiving modern feminity is more diverse it can include

assertiveness,leadership and independence,alongside emotional openness and

nurturing.

@ Feminine Identity :

For many,embracing feminity is a source of pride and self- expression.
For others, it may involve resisting imposed gender norms and defining

feminity and their own terms.

19
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Definition:

glw ' Patriarchy is a social system in which men hold primary power and
~ dominate in the role of political leadership ,moral authority ,social privilege and

control of property. Simply patriotic means a society dominated by man.

In a literal sense patriotic means role by father. A patriarchal family is

therefore dominated by the father with power transferred down the main line.

20
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Whereas a patriarchal society is based upon male dominance. In a petrol society

men or obtained scenes have the " default""or" superior "gender. Maybe

considered less important or expected to follow traditional rules.

All payments are highly critical of how the various instruments of

patriarchy impact adversely upon women. For example- furis claim that

marriage works in favour of the husband because he gains and unpaid servant

to take care of both his conjugal needs and the upkeep of the home. The

exploitation of women within a marriage reflects deeper structural inequalities

within a male- dominated society. Since the early 20th century the minute

writers have used the term patriarchy as a concept to refer to the social system

of masculine domination.Over human Patriarchy has been a fundamentally

important concept of theories that aim to understand the basis of human
subordination to men.

The term patriarchy is not only a descriptive term that explains how
different societies construct mail authority. And power, but also become an
analytical category. This change of the use of the term patriarchy from a
descriptive to an analytical category took place in the 1970s in the specific

global historical context of feminist political and intellectual culture.

Let's take some examples to clarify the way in which patriarchy in

evident in our daily life-

When a man raises his wife in the course of an argument and insults his
point of view without letting others, especially humans, get to utter a single

world he's actions are likely to be described has" aggressively patriarchal".

If a woman complaints of sexual harassment at her workplace and all
men in her office denie that this could ever happen. The reasoning of men can
be described as being "typically patriarchy".

21
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File patriarki has historically saved society the deeply international

gender norms and power imbalances. The modern world is actually challenging

and dismantling these structures.
++Key features of patriarchy:

Male dominance:

Main Na typically viewed as leaders and decision-makers in families,

workplaces, and governments.

Gender roles:

Society imposes traditional roles where men are providers and women

are coregivers.

Unequal access:

Women and gender minorities is often face limited access to

education, property rights, and professional opportunities.

Cultural reinforcement:

Media, religion and laws have historically reinforced male superiority

and control.

< Effects of Patriarchy:
e Gender pay gap

e Violence against women

e Restrictive roles for both men and women.

22
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5.Masculinity :-
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Definitions of Musculanity:
Masculinity refers to the qualities, characteristics and roles

traditionally associated with being male. These treats can vary across cultures

and time periods but often include attributes like strength, assertiveness and

independence.

Merriam-Webster:

" The quality or nature of the male sex : the quality, state or degree of
being masculine or manly”.

23
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Cambridge Dictionary:

"The qualities that are typically of men".
Some traditional and modern characteristics are often associated

with masculinity:

< Traditional characteristics of masculinity:

Strength:- Physical, emotional or mental toughness.
Courage :- willingness to face danger is difficult.

Independence:- ability to stand alone and be self- reliant.

Leadership :- taking charge,guiding others.
Competitiveness:- desires to succeed and excel.
Resilience:- bouncing back after setbacks.

Stoicism:- controlling emotions and enduring without complaint.

Rationality
< Modern characteristics of masculinity:

e Emotionalintelligen:- Being aware of and expressing emotions healthily.
e Empathy :- caring about the feelings and perspectives of others.
e Respect :- treating all people fairly and valuing equality.
e Vulnerability :- willing to show feelings, ask for help,and admit fears.
e Integrity:- doing the right thing even when it's hard.
e Collaboration :- working together instead of always competing.

e Mentorship:- guiding and uplifting others, not dominating.

24




e Accountability: - taking responsibility for actions.

6.Discrimination:-

Gender discrimination refers to the unequal treatment of individuals
based on their gender, leading to disparities in opportunities,rights and
outcomes. This includes biases against women, men,transgender,and non-

binary individuals. It can be structural, cultural or interpersonal.

25
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Key areas of Discrimination:
1) Workplace Inequality
*Unequal pay:
Women often earn less than men for the same work.

*Limited Advancements:

Women are frequently passed over for promotion or important assignments.

26
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* Harassment :

Sexual harassment remains a significant issue in many workplaces  bias
Against Transgender .

*Individuals:

Transgender & gender-nonconforming employees may face misgendering,

denial of restroom access, or other forms of unequal treatment.

2) Education Access

* Enrollment Disparities:

In some regions, girls are less likely to attend school due to cultural norms or

economic factors.

* Curriculum Bias:

Education materials may perpetuate gender stereotypes, limiting aspirations

and reinforcing traditional tales.
3) Healthcare Inequities

* Access and Quality:

Women & gender minorities may receive lower.quality care or face

barriersto accessing services.
* Mental Health:

Women often experience worse mental health outcomes, partly due to

societal pressures and discrimination.

27




Depression :

2884 o Tt ag T

Causes of Depression in Women

.. & O, N
L\ /%98 7/ o\
ey \ /64 T Q& /&

/

f \ ¥ \
[ '\"\ b ¢ \E 1 \
| / * : g‘ |

| \ L UVIA:,
N f ”\"' p ”}? ye
| LT Gt
" = Pa |
-1 RLa

‘Poalpulum Depression

o \
i \
i |
Stressful evenls '
’

S

. ' =

Pl PO PERAER &

’ S o N ]
e

g R S o |

— e Y ) '

bt M VN
{ P -9

‘ : ! /‘f./""?‘ \ E'..--' / k !
\ ‘ 7 f @ | !/ /

\\ / | \ Iy / o ! A > \
NN R Eryayy
S

S et Body image

9

R
& k
TR

Loneliness Py

A 4
\ Cam”
\"-
. \
f \
f
/ \
!
|
[
|
1 ]
/

Traumalic upa:lonca’

This intersectionality can compound disadvantages, making it

essential to consider multiple identities when addressing inequality.
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7. Third Gender:-

The concept of the third gender refers to individuals who do not
identify strictly as male or female. This category challenges the binary gender
system and acknowledges a spectrum of gender identities that exist beyond

traditional male or female classification.

The idea of a third gender has existed in many cultures around the
world for centuries. For example, in India the Hijra community has long been
recognised as a third gender. In some native American tribes two- spirit people
held special roles in society and were respected for having both masculine and
feminine traits. These examples show that the concept of more than two

genders is not new or unusual in human history.

Gender is different from sex. Sex refers to biological features, which
gender is both identity, role and Expectations shaped by society. The third

gender challenges that traditional idea that everyone must fit neatly into male or

29
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female roles. It highlights that people's identities are personal and cannot

always be limited to two categories.

In many countries today third gender identities are gaining legal

recognition. While found in a number of non-Western cultures, concepts of

Third, Fourth and some Jhanda rolls or steel somewhat new to main screcn

western culture and conceptual thought .

» Historical and Cultural Context

Many cultures throughout history have recognized third genders: South

Asia (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh) The Hijra community is a well-known third
gender group in South Asia, recognized legally in India, Pakistan, Nepal, and

Bangladesh.

Hijras often include transgender people, eunuchs, intersex individuals,

or others who adopt feminine gender roles but do not identify strictly as

women.

Indigenous Cultures:
Many Native American tribes recognize Two-Spirit people—
individuals who embody both masculine and feminine spirits.

In Samoa, the Fa'afafine are a recognized third gender, often biological

males who live in feminine roles.

Ancient Civilizations:

Ancient Mesopotamian and Hindu texts mention people who were
neither male nor female, often serving as priests or shamans. In ancient Greece

and Rome, gender fluidity was acknowledged in mythology and society.
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»Biological and Medical Perspective :

Some people classified as third gender may have intersex conditions,
where biological sex characteristics (chromosomes, hormones, or anatomy) do

not fit typical definitions of male or female.

Others may be transgender, whose gender identity does not align with

their sex assigned at birth.

However, not all third gender individuals are intersex or transgender—

third gender is often about social identity and cultural role more than biology.
> Legal Recognition :

Several countries legally recognize a third gender option: India: The Supreme
Court in 2014 ruled that transgender people should be legally recognized as a
third gender.

Germany, Nepal, Australia, Pakistan, and Canada offer non-binary

orthird-gender options on legal documents.

This legal recognition is crucial for accessing rights, healthcare,

education, and employment.
> Sociological and Psychological Aspects :

The third gender often faces social exclusion, discrimination, and lack
of access to resources. They are frequently marginalized, both in conservative
societies and even within some LGBTQ+ movements. Psychologically,

individuals may struggle with identity and acceptance but may also find

strength in shared community and cultural recognition.
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»Modern Usage and Debates :

In Western contexts, the term non-binary, genderqueer, Or gender non-

conforming is more commonly used, though not all non-binary people identify

as third gender.

There is ongoing debate about the use of "third gender" because: It can imply

there are only three options. It may not align with how people self-identify.

The concept is most likely to be embraced in the modern LGBT or

queer subcultures. While mainstream Western Scholars notably anthropologists

who have tried to write about the south Asian hijras or the native American

'gender variant' and two spirit people have often sought to understand the term

"Third gender ".
9.Gynocentrism :-

Definition :

Gynocentrism is a concept of gender studies that refers to a society or
culture that is centred around women or priorities women's needs, experience
and perspectives.Over those of men the term comes from Greek word "gyn"

meaning woman and " centrism" meaning centered.

In a gynocentric society the focus is often placed on protecting,
supporting and value women,sometimes at the expense of men's tissues or
viewpoints. For example- some people argue that in family courts, women are
more likely to gain custody of children or that men's mental health issues
receive less attention. These arguments are used by critics to point out areas

where they believe gynocentrism is present.

32




MAINTAINING GYNOCENTRISM: FOUR POSITIVE FEEDBACK FACTORS

L. Cultural

Chwvalry and romantc love (feudalised love) cutturaly
embedded via romantic kerature farty ta'es Drsney

mowves etc

/.Psychological

Narcissism as female self-crientation in the context
of heterosexual refatonships and exchanges

SELF-REINFORCING

FEEDBACK .Cognitive
Gamma bias occurs when one gender dfference is
{ "-‘7 J minimsed while simultaneously another is magnfied
¥ resulting in a doubling of cognitive distortion
y 4. Institutional

Institutonatsed gynocentrsm and misandry in WOrk
place gudelines, social nsttutons and in legal codes

PUA

Chivalry
& Game  Fominism

Romantic
Love .
()

Modern Politics

/ Chivalry on the Right
Sycophancy on the Left

nocentrism
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However, It is important to understand that gynocentrism is a debated and
often controversial term. Feminist scholars usually focus on how societies have
historically been androcentric ( centred around men ) and they were to correct
that imbalance. In contrast, those who talk about gynocentrism often do so to

highlight ways they feel men or disadvantaged are overlooked.

Gynocentrism is not about becoming women.Instead,It's the critique of
how social systems can sometimes become unbalanced in trying to support on¢
group over another.It encourages a broader look at fairness and equality for all

genders.
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WOMEN WRITERS IN INDIAN ENGLISH LETERATURE

Introduction:-

Women writer in Indian English Literature is a significant concept in
Indian English Literature. It is very important to study how the women
participate in writing. In the pre-independent India woman only belongs to her
family and home. In that situation also she came from her obstacles and try to
start written about her personal life and societies misconceptions etc. After
Independence women was able to be educated and she start to eXpress her
personal opinions. In this time many women writer are famous like Sarojini
Naidu, Anita Desai, Arundhati Roy, Kiran Desai etc. In Today's era woman is
more powerful in any field also in literature.

Objectives Of The Research:

Y

Women’s participation in Indian Literature has been significant numerous
authors contributing to the literary landscape.

Historically, women's writing was often undervalued due to Patriarchal
assumptions prioritizing male experience.

\7

> Indian Literature portrays women being harassed in various forms,
ranging from domestic violence and Sexual abuse to Social expectations
and discrimination.

> These portrayals often reflect the realities of women's lives in India,
including challenges within the family and workplace.

> Indian women writers depict the injustices the anguish and the despair
they received in a male dominated society.
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Features Of The Research

» Challenging to the patriarchy.

» Exploring female subjectivity.
» Reclaiming female agency

» Social and political commentary
> Re-writing history and culture

> Intersectional Identities

Nature:

Literature can be considered as the society’s mirror. Women in Indian
English Literature have been portrayed with varying degrees of Complexity,
reflecting the diverse social, cultural and the historical contexts of India.

Early Indian English Literature often depicted women in traditional
rules, such as dutiful wives, obedient daughters and nurturing mothers.

Importance:

It is very necessary to study the women participation in Indian
.women English Literature. Because women is always suffered from the social
system and superstitions and also male dominate society.

Women writers from India have paved a new path for the country's
literary canon, men have been directing their sexist comments against women
for centuries. Myths, tales, traditions and history give voice to all the negative
perspectives,
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Scope:

Indian women writers have used their works to critique societal
expectations and limitations placed on women particularly in the context of
patriarchal Structures. They have experimented with different narrative styles
literary technique enriching the landscape of Indian English Literature.

Many Indian women writers have achieved international recognition
and ac for their works, further expanding the scope and impact of their

contributions.

All of these struggles a women show her passionate way in her
writings through these struggles she can proceed “The hand that can weigh
the cradle can weigh the whole world.”’

Indian women's literature has been instrumental in raising awareness
about gender-based violence, discrimination, and social injustice, shedding light
on the lived experiences of women who face various forms of violence and

discrimination.

Women Writers In Indian English Literature Is Derived Into 3
Parts

% Pre-Independence Women Writers.
«» Post-Independence Women Writers.

s» Modern Women Writers.
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< Pre-Independence Women Writers:

gave the statement that

Manu(!), the law giver of Indian society
der her husband

“women have to be under father during Childhood, un
during youth, and under her son during old age.”’ This was the attitude of a
typical Patriarchal(®) Society based on she lost based on private property. She
lost Independence and became Lifelong dependent on male dominated society.

(1) Manu is the law giver of Indian mythology and considered as a first man.

(2) Patriarchal is the system of that is controlled by men.

In pre-Independence India there are a system Like "Sati culture"('),
"child marriage ", lack of women education, dowry system. Under of all these
circumstances a women try to be independent and she took her place in various

field, also in Literature.

Through their writings she explored the themes of lack of education,
economic inequality(z), no validation of thoughts.
(1) Sati culture is a system where a Hindu widow would voluntarily burn
herself on her husband's funeral pyre.
(2) In the era of Pre independence a woman was only belongs to give birth to
the baby. There is no importance of her economic situation.

(3) In the time of Pre independence when a woman try to do something new,
the society will abolish her ideas. “To learn education is a sin for women”.

Pre-Independence Women Writers:
e Akkamahadevi Toru Dutt
e Savitribai Phule Sarojini Naidu

e Pandit Ramabai
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Alkka Mahadevi

Akka Mahadevi was an early poet of Kannada literature and a
prominent member of the lingayatism founded in that 12th century. Akka
Mahadevi was born in Udutadi near Shivamogga in Karnataka. Her parents are
Nirmalshetty and Sumathi who were both devotees of Lord Shiva. She was one
of the prominent saint of a 12th century. Akka Mahadevi was initial into the
worship of lord Shiva (chennamallikarjuna) at the age of 9 by Diksha(")which
lingayats(?) a considered as marriage “sharan sati linga pati”’(®).

(1) Diksha is a system of Indian culture. it means dedicating oneself to a

particular object or purpose
(2) Lingayat is a name of religion in Indian culture.
(3) After taking Diksha, considered Shiva as her husband.

Rejection of Marriage:

Akka Mahadevi was considered as very beautiful in her native place.
One day a Jain King “Koushika” was immensed of her beauty and want to
marry her. Her parents not agreed to this proposal. But the king wanted to
punish them, if they rejected to his proposal. Akka Mahadevi was agreed to
marry him with conditions.

Literary Contributions:-
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Akkamahadevi’s unwavering devotion led her to renounce worldly
life, including rejecting a marriage.

She composed over 430 vachanas short spontaneous devotional vachanas in
Kannada. These vachanas express her intense love for Lord Shiva and her
disdoun for material attachments. Her vachanas are celebrated for their lyrical
beauty and profound spiritual Insight, making her one of the earliest and most
significant female poets in Kannada literature.

Pioneer of Female Devotion:

Her act of love for Shiva transcended societal norms, proving that all
individuals, regardless of gender, could pursue spirituality.

Rejection of Worldly Norms:-

She symbolizing her detachment from physical identity and social
expectations demonstrating absolute renunciation.
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Vachanas:

Ayya,
What if the body is charred black?
What if the body is sparkling and shining? Once the inner core 18

cleansed,

You have accepted,

Does it matter how this outer
shell look like, O
Chennamallikarjuna?
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Through this vachana she valued inner purity and spiritual realization over
outward appearances and materialistic concerns. She emphasizes the
importance of inner of the purity and the unity of the soul with divine, rejecting
the limitations of the physical body and societal expectations. Akka mahadevi's
vachanas offer a powerful message of spiritual liberation, urging individuals to
transcend the limitations of the physical world and embrace the boundless
possibilities of the divine. Her legacy continues to inspire and resonate with
people seeking a deeper understanding of spirituality and self-expression. She
valued the body for its capacity to experience and express emotions, and for its
ability to facilitate spiritual union with her divine beloved, Chennamallikarjuna.
Her views challenged traditional societal norms, particularly regarding women's

roles and bodies.
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Don't despise

She who has no

one I'm not one to

be afraid.

Whatever you do.

1 exist chewing dry leaves.
My life resting on a knife edge
If you must torment me,
Chenna Mallikarjuna,

My life, my body

1’11 offer you and be cleansed.
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She valued the body for its capacity to experience and express emotions, and for
its ability to facilitate spiritual union with her divine beloved,
Chennamallikarjun. Her views challenged traditional societal norms,
particularly regarding women’s roles and bodies. Akka Mahadevi’s rejection of
marriage is central part of her story. She refused marriage proposal from the
King name Koushik, despite the potential consequences for her and her family.
Akka Mahadevi’s rejection of marriage is a central part of her story. Akka
Mahadevi’s choice to dedicate her life to spiritual pursuits and her commitment
to the divine were paramount to her.
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Did you leave a shock that the sandalwood was cut and hurt?
Did the golden rod get
tarnished? Did you cut
the sugar cane and bring
it to the mill and cook it
and turn it into sugar?
All the bad

things I have

done in the past

are harmful to

you.
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Akkamahadevi's writings, particularly her Vachanas, reveal a profound and

¢ Channamallikarjuna, a form of Shiva. She expresses this

passionate love fo
comparing the deity to a beloved soulmate and

love through vivid imagery,

wd highlighting the joy and liberation found in devotion. Her love is not just a

= spiritual concept but a deeply personal and intimate connection. Akkamahadevi

'.‘_w 5 often refers to Channamallikarjuna as her "soul-mate" or "beloved,"

by emphasizing the deep and personal nature of their relationship. Her devotion is
ymed radical, as she renounces worldly possessions and societal expectations in

"w - pursuit of her divine lover.
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Savitribai Phule

Savitribai Phule was an Indian teacher, social reformer and poet who
was the first female teacher in India. Along with her husband, Jyotiba Phule, in
the Maharashtra. She played a vital role in improving women's rights in India.
She is considered to be the pioneer of India’s feminist movement.

Early Life:-

Savitribai Phule was born on 3rd January 1831, in the village of
Naigaoo in Satara District, Maharashtra. She was married to Jyoti Rao Phule at
the age of nine. Despite being illiterate initially she was educated by Jyoti Rao
Phule and later become a teacher. She completed teacher training programs,
including one with an American missionary in Ahmednagar and the normal

school in Pune.
Career and Contributions:

e First Female Teacher:
She was the first female teacher in India and the first woman
headmistress of any school in the country.

"1717]F’age
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¢ Education Reform:
She and Jyoti Rao Phule recognize at the importance of education,

especially for women and the socially oppressed, as a means to bring about
social change.

e Founding The First Girl's School:

In 1848, Savitribai and Jyoti Rao established India's first girl school in
Pune.

o Shelter for Widows and Destitute Women:
She and Jyoti Rao established shelter in 1864 to provide care and
education for destitute women, widows and child brides.

e Satyashodhak Samaj:
Savitribai co-founded the Satyashodhak Samaj social reform
movement with Jyoti Rao Phule advocating for social equality and justice.

Savitribai Phule is celebrated as a pioneer of social reform, especially
for women and the marginalizeds. Her work continues to inspire generations,
and she is remembered as a trailblazer in education and social justice.

Her Literary Works:
= Kavya Phule (1854)

» Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar(1892)
* Go,Get Education

Other Contributions:

e Night School (1855): Savitribai Phule and her husband established a
night school for laborers and farmers, highlighting their commitment to
education for all.
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e Advocacy against child marriage and untouchability: Advocacy for
Women's Rights: She actively campaigned against practices like child
marriage, female infanticide, and the Sati tradition, advocating for
widow remarriage and inter-caste marriages.

Legacy of Social Change:

She is remembered as a pioneer in women's cducation, a social
reformer who fought against social injustices, and a poet who used her voice to
advocate for the marginalized.

Awards and Recognition:

= Stamp by India post (1998)
» The University of Pune was renamed Savitribai Phule Pune

University in her honor.
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Pandit Ramabai

Pandit Ramabai sarasvati was born as Ramabai dongre on 23 April
1858 into a Marathi speaking chitpavan brahmin family. Her father anant shastri
Dongre, a Sanskrit, scholar, taught her sanskrit at home. Her mother Lakshmi
was married to much older anant shastri at the age of nine. She is a prominent
Indian social reformer, scholar, and advocate for women’s education and rights.

Education:

Ramabai father, Anant shastri Dongre, a Sanskrit scholar, taught her
the language and encouraged her intellectual development. She received that
title of pandit from the University of Calcutta for her expertise in Sanskrit.

Advocacy for Women:

She tirelessly worked to improve the lives of women, especially child
widows, by providing them with education and opportunities for economic

independence.
Social Reform:
e After her husband's death, she founded the Arya Mahila Samaja in Pune

to educate women and challenge societal Norms, including child
marriage.
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She traveled extensively, including to England and the United States, to
advocate for women's rights and raise funds for her causes.

She established Sharada, Sadan, a non-proselytizing Institute for
educating Hindu widows and later Mukti Mission, an orphanage for

vulnerable girls and women.

Pandit Ramabai supported the social ideas that were where way ahead of
its time during 19th century India. She supported women's education
widow remarriage and opposed child marriage.

She established the Hindu ladies social and literary club in Bombay and
started a number of classes to train women in languages, general

knowledge, trialing and handwork.

Religious Journey:

Raised Hindu, she later converted to Christianity, which influenced

much of her Humanitarian work, though she remained critical of Western and

Indian patriarchal structures alike.

Award:

s Kaiser-i-Hind Medal for Community sservice in 1919, awarded by the

British Colonial government of India.

= She is remembered in the Church of England with a commemoration on

30 April.

Works:

The High Caste Hindu Woman
Arya Mahila Samaj

Sharada Sadan

Mukti Mission
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Sarojini Naidu

Sarojini Naidu was born in Hyderabad onl3 February 1879 to

Aghorenath chattopadhyay. She was an Indian political activist and poet who
served as the first governor of United Provinces, after India's independence. She
played an important role in the Indian independence movement against the
British Rai. She was the first Indian woman to be president of the Indian
National Congress and appointed governor of Uttar Pradesh. Sarojini Naidu

also known as the “Nightingale of India.”

Education:

Sarojini Naidu passed her matriculation examination qualify for
University study, earning the highest rank in 1891, when she was twelve. From
1895 to 1898 she studied in England, at King's college London and then Girton
college in Cambridge. In England she met artists from the aesthetic and

decadent movements.
Writing career:

Sarojini Naidu began writing at the age of 12. Her play, “Maher
Muneer” written in Persian, impressed the Nizam of the Kingdom of
Hyderabad. She was well regarded as a poet, considered the “Indian Yeats”.
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Her first book of poems was published in London in 1905, titled “7he golden
Threshold.”

Her second and most strongly nationalist book of poems, “T/e

Bird of Time " was published in 1912. The last book of new poems published
in her lifetime, “The Broken Wing”1917.

Role in the Indian Independence Movement:

Sarojini Naidu played a significant role in India's fight for freedom.
She joined the Indian national movement in 1903, influenced by leaders like
Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Mahatma Gandhi. In 1925 she became the first
Indian woman to be president of the Indian National Congress.

Post - Independence Contributions:

After India gained Indenpendence in 1947, Sarojini Naidu was
appointed as the first female governor of the united provinces, making her the
first woman to hold the office of state Governor in independent India.

Literary contributions:

Novels:
= The Golden Threshold (1905)
= The Bird of Time (1912)
= The Broken Wings (197)
» The Scripted Flute (1928)
» The Feather of the Dawn (1961)

Poems:
= Palanquin Bearers
= Indian Weavers
* In The Forest
= An Indian love song
= Autumn song
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Toru Dutt

Toru Dutt popularly known as an Indian in Bengali poet and
translator from British India, who wrote in English and French. She is among
the founding figures of Indo-Anglian literature alongside Henry Louis vivian
Derozio (1809-1831), Manmohan Ghose(1869-1924), and  Sarojini

Naidu(1879-1949).

Early Life:

Toru Dutt was born in Calcutta on 4th March 1856 to a well
Respected Bengali kayastha family. Her father, Govind Chandra Dutt. Her
mother kshetramoni Dutt, belong to the Rambagan Dutt family. Received a
comprehensive education in both Western and Indian classics, mastering
multiple languages. Her father prioritized Western education, leading her and
her sister to study in France and England. Attended Schools in Nice, London
and Cambridge where she further developed proficiency in French and English.
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Her Career:

Toru Dutt's career was marked by her significant contributions to
Indo-Anglian literature as a poet, translator and essayist. She was a pioneer of
English literature in India, particularly for women and explore themes of Indian
culture and heritage throw her writing. Her first published work 4 Sheaf
Gleaned in French Fields, showcased mastery of languages and ability to
translate French poetry. She also wrote original poetry in English, such as
Ancient Ballads and legends of Hindustan.

Her poetry explore themes of loneliness, longing patriotism and
nostalgia, reflecting her cultural background and personal experiences .Her cut
short by tuberculosis at the age of 21 but her work continues to be recognized
and studied.

Influence on Indian Literature:

Her work, despite being relatively small in scale, had a lasting impact
on the development of Indian literature in both English and French, particularly
in the establishment of Indo-Anglian literature.

Her Works:

A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields: A collection of translated French
poems.

» Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hindustan: A posthumously published
collection of her own poems, including narrative and lyrical works.

= Bianca, or The Young Spanish Maiden: An unfinished romance,
published serially in the Bengal Magazine.

» Le Journal de Mademoiselle d'Arvers: A novel written in French.

» Works: Essays and translations published in the Bengal Magazine.
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Her Poems:
=  Lakshman
Our Casuarina tree
Christmas
Love came to flora
My vocation
= The Sower
The young captive
= Sonnet
= Buttoo
= Sita
The death of the wolf
The sleep of the condor
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Post-Independence Women Writers:

In post-independence India, women

India got Independence in 1947.
and sports,

made significant strides in various fields, including politics, science
but persistent gender inequality remains a challenge. While women’s education
ad legal rights have improved, societal attitudes and norms continue to hider full

equality.

a women explored the themes like persistent

In Post-Independence
ality, rural

gender inequality, discrimination and violence, economic inequ

women’s challenges etc.

Post-Independence Women Writers

e Kamala Das

e Shashi Deshapande
e Arudhanti Roy

e Kiran Desai
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"“N Kamala Das was an Indian poet in English as well as an author in Malayalam

2 from Keral, India. Her fame primarily stems from her short stories and

- B2 autobiography, “My Story’’ where as her body of work in English, penned under

: the pseudonym Kamala Das, is renowed for its poeme and candid
autobiography.

Kamala Das was born in Punnayarkulam, Ponnaini taluk, Malabar district on
31 March 1934 to V.M Nair and Mathrubhumi.

Education:

She received private education until the age of 15. He encouraged her

writing, and she started writing and publishing both in English and in
Malayalam.

Literary career:

Kamala Das was a prominent Indian poet, memoirist, and short-story
writer, known for her frank and un-conventional exploration of female sexuality

and experiences. She wrote extensively in both English and Malayalam, and
her work brought her both English and respect and notoriety.
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Social Context:

Das’s life was shaped by the societal norms of the time, including
arranged marriages and expectations for women. Her early marriage at 15,
while supportive of her writing career in the end, was also marked by personal

struggles and challenges that she later addressed in her work.

Awards:

» Keral Sahitya Akademi Award

» Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award
» Vayalar Award

» Ezhuthachan Award

» Asian Poetry Prize

Poetries:
=  The sisene
» Summer in Calautta
* An Introducation
= The Descendats
= The Stranger Time

Novels:
= Alphabet of Lust
= My Story
= A Doll For The Child Prostitute
= Padmavati the Harlot
= Ente Katha

23|Page




O e T S N T N P S N O (i S P D e e =

Shashi Deshapande

Shashi Deshapande is a renowned Indian novelist. She's known for her
thought provoking works that explore human relationships, identity, and
societal expectations, particularly in the context of women lives.

Early Life:

She was born on 19 august 1938 in Dharwad, Karnataka, the second
daughter of the Kannada dramatist and writer Adya Rangacharya and Sharada
Adya. She was educated in Bombay (now Mumbai) and Bangalore. Deshpande
has degrees in Economics and Law. In Mumbai, she studied journalism at the

Vidya Bhavan and work for a few months as a journalist for the magazine
“onlooker”.

Shashi Deshapande’s Post Independence Contributions:

Shashi Deshpande's post-independence contribution to Indian English
literature is significant, primarily through her exploration of women's lives,
social issues, and the complexities of Indian society. She's recognized for her
feminist perspectives and insightful portrayal of women's experiences in a
patriarchal setting. Her novels and short stories delve into themes of family,
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societal expectations, and the struggle for individual identity within a traditional

framework.

Focus on Women's Lives:

Deshpande's works often center on the experiences of Indian women,

their challenges, and their search for self-realization within the confines of

patriarchal structures and societal expectations.

Feminist Perspectives:

She is considered a prominent feminist writer, exploring themes of
gender inequality, the limitations placed on women, and the impact of social

hierarchies.
Social Commentary:
Deshpande's writings provide critical insights into the social and

political landscape of post-independence India, particularly focusing on the
lives of middle-class families and the challenges they face.

Exploration of Indian Society:

She portrays the complexities of Indian family structures, traditional
values, and the changing dynamics of urban and rural life.

Multiple Genres:

Deshpande has written novels, short stories, essays, and even
children's books, demonstrating her versatility and passion for storytelling.

Literary Achievements:

Her novel, "That Long Silence," won the prestigious Sahitya Akademi

Award in 1991, further solidifying her position as a leading figure in Indian
English literature,
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Influence and Legacy:

Deshpande's work has been influential in sh
women's issues and the portrayal of Indian society in Engl

Her Literary Works:

Novels:

The Dark Holds No Terrors (1980)
If 1 Die Today (1982)

Roots and Shadows (1983)

That Long Silence (1989)

The Binding Vine (2002)

A Matter of Time (1996)

Small Remedies (2000)

In the Country of Deceit (2008)
Shadow Play (2013)

Strangers to Ourselves (2015)

Short Story Collections:

Intrusion and Other Stories (1993)
The Legacy and Other Stories (1978)

The Intrusion
Collected Stories (Volume 1 & 2)

Other:

Moving On (2004)

Listen to Me (2018) (Memoir)

Writing From The Margin And Other Essays
The Globalization Of Literature

aping the discourse 0On
ish literature.
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Arundhati Roy

Suzanna Arundhati Roy is an Indian author, activist, and essayist. She
was born on 1961 in Meghalaya to a Christian family. She attended Corpus
Christie in Kottayam, Keral. She pursued architecture at the school of planning
and architecture in New Delhi.

She's best known for her novel “The God of Small Things™ Which
= won the Booker Prize for fiction in 1977 and became the best Selling book by a
nonexpatriate Indian author.

4

Social Background:

¥
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She has a deeply influence her social and political activism, focusing
on issues like human rights, environmental causes, and critique of globalization
and imperialism.
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Her works:
* The God of Small Things
* The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
* The cost of Living
* The Algebra of Infinite Justice
= My Seditious Heart

Awards:
* Booker prize
* PEN pinter prize
* National Film award
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Kiran Desai

Kiran Desai, born in Delhi in 1971, is an Indian American author known

for her novels that explore themes of globalization, immigration, and Indian
diaspora.

She gained international recognition for her second novel, "The
inheritance of Loss," which won the 2006 Booker Prize. Desai also received the

National Book Critics Circle fiction Award and was translated into over forty
languages.

Education:

She studied creative writing at Bennington College, Hollins University,
and Columbia University. Desai graduated from Bennington College in 1993
and received her M.F.A. from Columbia University.

Kiran Desai is not a traditional social reformer in the activist sense, but
her literary work deeply engages with social issues, making her a social critic

through fiction. In her novels-especially The Inheritance of Loss-she addresses
important themes that reflect and critique society:
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Social Issues in Her Work:

e She explores the stark divisions between rich and poor, especially in post-
colonial India, where colonial legacies continue to shape social

hierarchies.

Desai sheds light on the immigrant experience, particularly the emotional
and legal struggles of Indians in the U.S. Her characters often face

alienation and cultural dislocation.

Her work critiques how colonialism has left deep scars on national and
personal identities, especially among those trying to reconcile Eastern and

Western values.

Career:

Desai's first novel, "Hullabaloo in the Guava Orchard" (1998),
received the Betty Trask Award. Her second novel, “The Inheritance of loss"
(2006), won the Booker Prize and the National Book Conitics Circle Fiction
Award. The novel explores the lives of an Undocumented Indian immigrant in
the US. And a Westernized Indian in West Bengal. Desai's upcoming navel,
"The Loneliness of sonia and Sunny," is scheduled for publication in September,

2025.
Awards:
» Booker Prize (2006)

» National Book Critics Circle Fiction Award (2007)
» Betty Trask Award (1998)
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Modern Women Indian English Literature:

In Modern India. women play a vital role in all aspects of life, from
family and education to politics and the economic. They are key to family Well
being, contribute significantly to education and health care, and are increasingly
participating in the workforce and political sphere. While significant strides
have been made in women empowerment, challenges related to gender
inequality and discrimination persist.

Modern Women Writers:

=  Amrita Pritam
» Chitra Banerjee
s Sudha Murthy
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Amrita Pritam

Amrita Pritam was an Indian novelist, essayist and poet, who wrote in

“Punjabi”and “Hindi”. A prominent figure in Punjabi Literature.

Amrita Pritam born on 31 August1919 in Gujranwala, Punjab. She is

one of the earlier and most powerful female voices in Indian Literature, best

known for her deeply Philosophical Vakhs. Her works are celebrated for their

emotional death, lyricism, and exploration of themes such as love, loss, and

feminism.

Legacy:

In 2007 an audio album titled ‘Amrita recited by Gulzar’ was released
by noted lyricist Gulza, with poems of Amrirta Pritam recited by him. A film on
her life is also in production. On 31 August 2019.Google honored her by

commemorating her 100th birth anniversary with a doodle.
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Novels:

* Nagmani (1964)

* Band darwaza (1973)
= Eka thi sara (1986)

» Forty Nine Days (198)
»  Ghati ki avaza (2001)
= Pinjar (The Skeleton )
= Kagaz Te Canvas

=  Amrit Lehran

= Rasidi Ticket

Poem :
» Ajj Akhaan Waris ShahNu
= Mera Pata
= Nazam
» Khali Jagah

Awards :
= Sahitya Akademi Award (1956)
= Bharatiya Jnanpith (1982)
= Padma Shri (1969)
= Sahitya Akademi

Themes:
= Love
= The partition of India
= Women's Issues
= Social Injustice and Human condition
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Chitra Banerjee
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Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni is a prominent Indian-American author,
poet, activist, and teacher, known for her extensive work on the themes of
immigration, women's experiences, and the Indian diaspora. She writes for both
adults and children and has been recognized with numerous awards and honors.
Divakaruni's career has been shaped by her personal experiences as an

immigrant and her academic background.

Early Life and Education:

Born Chitralekha Banerjee in Calcutta, India in 1956, Divakaruni
moved to the United States in 1976 to pursue higher education. She earned a
B.A. from the University of Calcutta in 1976 and then pursued her master's
degree at Wright State University, followed by a Ph.D. in English from the
University of California, Berkeley. Her dissertation focused on Christopher

Marlowe.

Career and Activism:

Divakaruni's literary career blossomed afler her academic journey. She
has published numerous novels, short story collections, and poetry collections,
many of which have been translated into multiple languages. Her work often
explores the challenges and complexities of the immigrant experience,
palrtticularly for women, and the interplay between Indian and Amcricaﬁ
cultures.
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Major Works:
e Arranged Marriage (1995)
e Mistress of Spices
e The Palace of Illusions (2008):
e The Forest of Enchantment (2019)

Awards and Recognition:
e American Book Award (1996).
e PEN Josephine Miles Award (1996).
e Shortlisted for the Orange Prize (1997).
e Many of her books have been translated into over 29 languages and have
been bestsellers nationally and internationally.
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Sudha Murthy
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Sudha Murthy is an Indian educator, author, and philanthropist. She is
the founder and chairperson of the non-profit charitable organization "Infosys

Foundation".
Early life:

She was born on 1950 in Haveri to the Kulkarni family. Her father
was a R.H Kulkarni, a surgeon and her mother Kamala Kulkarni, a school
teacher. This background based on historical basis for her first notable work
entitled "How I Taught My Grandmother to Read".

She became a first female engineer hired at India's largest auto
manufacturer TATA Engineering and Locomotive Company.  As the
chairperson of Infosys Foundation, she has worked extensively in areas like
education, health care, and rural development.
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Themes of her writings:

Sudha Murthy's writing style is simple, direct and deeply rooted in
Indian culture and values. She writes in a way that resonates with readers of all
ages, often drawing from her personal experiences and real life incidents.

She uses easy, conversational landscape of her writings.  Sudha

Murthy a name that resonates with millions across the global is known for her
remarkable achievements in the field of social work.

Her works:

* Three Thousand Stiches:

It is an enormous work by Sudha Murthy. It explores the social
themes. One of the abstract thing from this work is "7/hree Thousand Stiches".
It includes the life of northern Karnataka's Devadasis and their system. Sudha
Murthy tries to transermed their life from the Devadasi system.

= Grandma's Bag of Stories
» The Magic Drum and other Favorite

» Dollor Sose
» The Bird with Golden Wings.
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Conclusion:

Traditionally, the work of Indian women writers has been
undervalued due to patriarchal assumptions about the superior worth of male
experience. The factors contributing to this prejudice is the fact that most of
these women writers have observed no domestic space. The Indian women’s
perceptions of their aspirations and expectations are within the framework of
Indian social and moral commitments. Indian Women Writers in English are
victims of a second prejudice vis-a-vis their regional counterparts. Proficiency
in English is available only to writers of the intelligent, affluent and educated
classes. Writer’s works often therefore, belong to high social strata and cut off
from the reality of Indian life. The image of women in fiction has undergone a
change during last four decades. Female writers have moved away from
traditional portrayals of enduring, self-sacrificing women, to-wards conflicts,
female characters searching for identity; no longer characterized and defined
simply in terms of their victim status. A major preoccupation in recent Indian
women’s writing has been a delineation of inner life and subtle interpersonal
relationships. In a culture where individualism and protests have often remained
alien ideas, marital bliss and the woman’s role at home is a central focus. It is
interesting to note the emergence of not just an essential Indian sensibility but
an expression of cultural displacement. Women's presentation is more assertive,
more liberated in their view and more articulate in their expression than the
women of the past.
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